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Swo'bber. k . J [See Swabber.] 
i. A iweeper of the deck. 

Cubb’d in a cabbin, on a mattrcfs laid. 

On a brown george with loufy fiuobbers fed. Dryden. 

Four privileged cards that are only incidentally ufed in betting 
at the game of whiff. 

The clergyman ufed to play at whiff: and fwobbers: playing 
nowand then a fober game at whiff for paftinie, it might be 
pardoned; but he could not digeft thofe wicked jwobbers. Swift. 

Swol^ EN * participle paffive of fwell. 

Unto his aid {he haftily did draw 
Her dreadful beaft, who, Jwoln with blood of late, 

Came ramping forth with proud prefumptuous gait. F . ^u. 

When thus the gather’d {forms of wretched love 
In my jwoln bofom with long war had drove, 

At length they broke their bounds : at length their force 
Bore down whatever met its ftronger courfe ; 

Laid all the civil bonds of manhood wade, 

And fcatter’d ruin as the torrent pad. JPiior. 

Whereas at firft we had only three of thefe principles, their 
number is already fwoln to five. Baker on Learning. 

Swom. The preterite of fwtm. 

I fwom with the tide, and the water was buoyant under 
me. . Dryden. 

To Swoon. v. n. [aypunan, Saxon.] To differ a fufpenfion 
of thought and fenfation ; to faint. 

So play the foolifh throngs with one that fwoons ; 

Come all to help him, and fo dop the air 
By which he fhould revive. Shakefpeare . 

If thou dand’d not i’ th’ date of hanging, or of feme death 
more long in fpecfatorfhip, and cruder in differing, behold 
now prefently, arid Jwoon for what’s to come upon thee. Shak. 

We fee the great and fudden effedl of fmells in fetching 
men again, when they fwoon. 

The mod in years Jwoon d fird away for pain ; 

/ Then, fcarce recover’d, fpoke. 

The woman finds it all a trick, 

That he could fwoon when fhe was fick ; 

And knows that in that grief he reckon’d 
On black- ey’d Sufan for his fecond. 

There appeared fuch an ecftacy in his action, that he feemed 
ready to fwoon away in the fiirprize of joy. Tatler. 

Swoon, n.f [from the verb.] A lipothymy ; a fainting fit. 

To Swoop, v. a. [Ifuppofe formed from the found.] 

1. To fall at once as a hawk upon his prey. 

A fowl in Madagafcar, called a ruck, the feathers of whofe 
wings are twelve paces, can with as much eafe fwoop up an 
elephant as our kites do a moufe. Wilkins . 

This mould’ring piecemeal in your hands did fall. 

And now at lad you came to fwoop it all. Dryden . 

2. To prey upon ; to catch up. 

The phyfician looks with another eye on the medicinal herb 
than the grazing ox, which fwoops it in with the common 
erafs. Glanv . Scepf 

Swoop, n.f [from the verb.] Fall of a bird of prey upon his 
quarry. 

All my pretty ones ? 

Did you fay all ? What, all ? O hellkite ! all ! 

What, all my pretty chickens and their dam. 

At one fell fwoop ? Shake f. Macbetn. 

The eagle fell into the fox’s quarters, and carried away a 
whole litter of cubs at a fwoop. L'Ef range. 

To Swop. v. a. [Of uncertain derivation.] To change; to 
exchange one thing for another. A low word. 

When I drove a thrud home, he put it by, 

And cried, as in derifion, fpare the dripling; 

Oh that infulting word ! I would ha vefwopp'd 
Youth for old age, and all my life behind, 

To have been then a momentary man. Dryden s Cleomenes. 
SWORD, n.f. [fpeopt), Saxon ; fweerd , Dutch.] 

1. A weapon ufed either in cutting or thrudmg ; the ufual 
weapon of fights hand to hand. 

Old unhappy traitor, the fword is out 
That mud dedroy thee. Shakcfp . King Lear. 

Each man took his fword, and fiew all the males. Gen. 
Eurvalus is the only peer that is deferibed with a fword, 
which he gives to Ulvffes to repair his injury. Broome. 

2 . Dedrudfion by war. 

The fword without, and terrour within. Dent. xxxu. 25. 
Vengeance of judice. 

Emblem of authority. 

This I, her fword bearer, do carry. 

For civil deed and military. 

Swc/rded. adj. [from fword.] Girt with a fwoid. 

The Jworded feraphim 

Arefeen in glitt’ring ranks with wings difplay’J. 
Swo'rder. n.f [from fwsrd.] A cut-throat; a foldier. In 

contempt. 

A Roman fworder and banditto fiave 
Murther’d fweetTully. Sbakef Henry \ I. 


Hud i bras. 


Milton. 
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Caefar will 

Unffate his happinefs, and be dag’d to th* {hew 
Again d a fworder. o ? 

Swo'rdfish. n f. A fifh with a long (harp bone ittlm Z'' 
his head. ° tIOI “ 

A fwordfjh fmall him from the red did funder 
That in his throat him pricking foftly under, 

His wide abyfs him forced forth to lpew. £. f , 

Malpighi obferved the middle of the optick nerve ofth * 
fwordfjh to be a large membrane, folded, according to ‘1 
length, in many doubles, like a fan. Derhairis Pbfuo-Thd 
Our little fleet was now engag’d fo far. 

That, like the fwordfjh in the whale, they fought- 
The combat only feem’d a civil war, 

’Till through their bowels we our paffage wrought. Drd 

Swo'rdgrass. n.f. A kind of fedge ; glader. & 

Swo'rdknot. n. f. [fword and knot.] Ribband tied to tL 
hilt of the fword. 

Wigs with wigs, fwordknots with fwordknots ffrive, 

Beaus banifh beaus, and coaches coaches drive. P 0 h e 

Swo'rdlaw. n.f. Violence; die law by which all is yielded 
to the ftronger. 

So violence 

Proceeded, and oppreffion, and fwordlaw , 
x Through all the plain, and refuge none was found. Milton. 

Swo'rdman. n.f. [jword and man.] Soldier; fighting man. 
Worthy fellows, and like to prove mod ilnewy Jwori- 
men. Shak All's well that ends well. 

At Lecca’s houfe. 

Among your fwordmen, where fo many affociates 
Both of thy mifehief and thy madnefs met. Ben. Johnfon. 
Effex was made lieutenant-general of the army, the darling 
of the fwordmen. Clarendon. 

Swo'rdplayer. n.f [ fword and play.] Gladiator; fencer; 
one who exhibits in publick his {kill at the weapons by fight- 
ing prizes. • * ; ■ 

Thefe they called fwordplayers , and this fpeclacle a fword- 
figlit. Hakcwill on Providence. 

Swore. The preterite of fwear. 

How foon unfay 

What feign’d fubmiftion Jwore. Miltons 

Sworn. The participle paffive of fwear. 

What does clfe want credit, come to me, 

And I’ll be fworn ’tis true. Shakefpeare. 

I am Jworn brother, fweet, 

To grim neceflity; and he and I 
Will keep a league ’till death. Shak. Richard II. 

They that are mad againft me, are fworn againft me. Pf. 
He refufed not the civil offer of a pharifee, though his fworn 
enemy ; and would eat at the table of thole who fought his 
ruin. Calamjs Sermons. 

To fhelter innocence, 

The nation all eledfs fome patron-knight 
Sworn to be true to love, and Have to fame, 

And many a valiant chief enrols his name. 

Swum. Preterite and participle paffive of J'wim. 

Air, water, earth. 

By fowl, ftfti, beaft, was flown, was fwum , was walk d 
Frequent. Miltons Paradije Lojt. 

Swung. Preterite and participle paffive of jwing. 

Her hand within her hair fhe wound, „ 

Swung Ter to earth, and dragg’d her on the ground. Amp 

Syb. adj. [Properly fib, y ib, Saxon.] Related by blood. 
Scottilh dialedt ftill retains it. 

If what my grandfire to me Paid be true, ^ . 

Siker I am very Jyb to you, Spenfer s raj ora . 

SYCAMINE. J 'j. A[ree _ 

Sycamore. 3 • r ! • it 

Sycamore is our acer majus , one of the kinds of map es. 
is a quick grower. Mortimer's Husbandry 

Under the grove of fycamore ~ , 

I faw your fon. Shake fp. Romeo an Ju Jf * 

If ye had faith as a grain of muftard-leed, ye ^ 
Unto this fycamine- tree, be thou plucked up, an lt: , 

obey you. f r . a . 

I was no prophet, but an herdman, and a gatherer J) 
r . r r A»ios vn. 14 * 

more fruit. . r 

Go to yonder Jycamore-tree, and hide 

under its hollow root. " 

Sycamores with eglantine were fpread; j)yJen. 

A hedge about the Tides, a covering over head. 

SY'COPHANT. n.f. [<rvxo<pdv'lv ; ; fycopbantd, Latin, j 

terer ; a parafite. . Vik na- 

AcQuhvgfycophantSy of all men, did beff or .. ev il 
ture; but therefore not feemin gfyeepbants, ,• un to 

they faid, they could bring any new or doubt u ag 

him, but fuch as already he had been apt to , ’ re f c - 

they came but as proofs of his wifdom, fe^t u 2 gj. 

cure, while the fear he had figured in his nun a ‘Sidney 

bility of event. 2 

Men 





Granville. 
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Men know themfelves void of thofe qualities which the 
impudent fycophant , at the fame time, both aferibes to them, 
and in his fleeve laughs at them for believing. South. 

To Sy'cophant. v. n. [<rvxo(pex,ijl'co ; from the noun.] To 
play the fycophant. A low bad word. 

His fycophanting arts being detedlcd, that game is not to be 
played the fecond time; whereas a man of clear reputation, 
though his barque be fplit, has fomething left towards fetting 
lip again. Government of the Tongue. 

Svcopi-ia'ntick. adj. [from fycophant.] Flattering; parafi- 
tical. 

To Sy'cophantise. c’. n. [<r\jy.o(pz'llczos ; from fycophant.] To 
play the flatterer. DiSi. 

Sylla'bical. adj. [from fy liable.] Relating to fyllables ; con- 
filling of fvllables. 

Syli.a'bicallY. adv. [from fyllabi cal.] In a fyllabical manner. 
Svlla'bick. adj. [fyl'.abiquc^ French ; from Jy l table.] Relating 
• to fyllables. 

SYLLABLE, n.f. [crv\\cc€r \ ; fyllabe, French.] 
j. As much of a word as is uttered by the help of one vowel, or 
one articulation. 

I heard 

lEachfyltable that breath made up between them. Shakefp. 
There is that property in all letters of aptnefs to be con- 
joined in fyllables and words, through the voluble motions of 
the organs from one flop or figure to another, that they mo- 
dify and diferiminate the voice without appearing to difeon- 
tinue it. Holder's Elements of Speech. 

2. Any thing proverbially concife. 

Abraham, job, and the reft that lived before any fy liable of 
the law of God was written, did they not fin as much as we 
do in every adlion not commanded ? Hooker. 

To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow. 

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day. 

To the lafl fyllable of recorded time ; 

And all our yefterdays have lighted fools 
The way to dufty death. Shakef Macbeth. 

, IT hath 'told fb many melancholy flories, without one/y/- 
lable of tiuth, that he hath blunted the edge of my fears. Swif t. 
To Syllable, v. a. [from the noun.] To utter; to pro- 
nounce ; to articulate. Not in ufe. 

Airy tongues that fyllable mens names 
On flnds and Shores, and defart wildernefles. Milton. 

Syllabub, n.f. [Rightly Sillabub, which fee.] Milk and 
acids. 1 

No fyllabubs made at the milking pail, 

Lui what aie compos d of a pot of good ale. Beaumont. 
Two lines would exprefs. all they fay in two pages: ’tis 
nothing but whipt fyllabub and froth, without any folidity. 

c , ’ Felton on the Clajfcks. 

oY i.LABUg. n.f. [<T'j?,\cc€os.] An abftradl:; a compendium 
^ containing the heads of a difeourfe. 

STLLOG-iSM. n. f. [o-uAAo^nrAoV ; fyllogifne , French.] An 
argument compofed of three propofitions : as, every man thinks-, 
reter is a man , therefore Peter thinks. 

Unto them a piece. of rhetorick is a fufficient argument of 
iogick, an apologue of iEfop beyond a fyllogifm in Barbara. 

ttt. . , Brown's P ulgar Errours. 

That a miraculous thing fhould we count it, if the flint 
and the it'd, mftead of a few fparks, Ihould chance to knock 
out definitions m&fyllogtfrm? Bentley. 

. YLLOGI STIC/tL. laclf. [truAXo^irtao? ; from fylloyl/m.] Re- 

t Milling to a fyllogifm; confifting of a 

Thoueli wc fuppofe fuhjea and predicate, and copula, and 
piopolif ;>s and plkgijhcal connexions in their reafoning, 
there is no fuch matter ; but the intire bufmefe is at the fame 
T;’?t prevent with them, without deducing one thing from 

MM tbe £ r rmS ° f Pfopofitipns may be complex, yet 
t y’H’T 1 ' 10 " °. f the whole argument is thus plain, 

fncc t’he ro ''"I ’ '1 18 pr T rly called 11 fimple fvilogifm 

it " the com P'«ion does not belong to the filtegiflict form of 

M a^loJfm. CAlI ' V ‘ ‘ ,JU : if the form" of 

'iJ’T and then he is able to prove /MW/ff. 

ha^eSof^i 6 m C ° meS aftCr ^ « /an 

t^fe^k into a fTi 
n echannm, and to teach boys to fyllotrize & or fnmp " K ° 

and refute them, without real knlkdgT 
X m adj - Woody; lhady; relatii^ ,0 

A P ', ne ’ and firand branching palm, 

and as the ranks afeend, ’ 

< t'n aJ r '/ C filade ’ a woody theatre 

Itatelieft view. » n 

Milton s Paradfe Lojl. 
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Eternal greens the mofly margin grace. 

Watch’d by the fylvan genius of the place. Pope. 

SyTvan. n.f. [fylvain, French.] A wood-god, or fatyr. 
When the Tun Begins to fling 
His flaring beams., me, goddefs, bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves. 

And fhadows brown, that fylvan loves. 

Of pine or monumental oak. Milton , 

Her private orchards wall’d on ev’ry Tide ; 

To lawlefs fylvans all accefs deny'd. Pope . 

S V / MBOL. n. f. [ fymbole , French; cvycQoXov ; fymbolum , 
Latin. ] 

1. An abflradf ; a compendium; a comprehenfive form. 
Beginning with the fymhol of our faith, upon that the au- 
thor of the glofs enquires into the nature of faith. Baker. 

2. A type; that which comprehends in its figure a reprefentation 
of fomething elfe. 

Salt, as incorruptible, was the fymbol of friendfhip ; which, 
if it cafually fell, was accounted ominous, and their amity of 
no duration. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Words are the figns and fymbols of things ; and as, in ac- 
counts, ciphers and figures pafs for real Turns, fo words and 
names pais for things themfelves. South's Sermons. 

The heathens made choice of thefe lights as apt fymbols of 
eternity, becaufe, contrary to all fublunary beings, though 
they Teem to perifh every night, they renew themfelves every 
morning. Addifon on ancient Medals. 

Symbolical, adj. [fymbolique, French; <rv(xf 3 oXiy.oc ; from 
fymbol.] Representative ; typical; exprefling by figns. 

By this incroachment idolatry firft crept in, men convert- 
mg the fymbolical ufe of idols into their proper worfhip, and 
receiving the reprefentation of things unto them as the ftib- 
ftance and thing itfelf. Bfown 

1 he lac lament is a reprefentation of Chrift’s death, by fuch 
fymbolical actions as himfelf appointed. Toy 'or 

symbolically, adv. [from fymbolical.] Typically; by re- 
prefentation. J J 

This diftinaion of animals was hieroglyphics!, in the in- 
W2rc lenfe implying an abftinence from certain vices, fyniboF- 
cahy intimated from the nature of thofe animals. Brawn 

it Symbolically teaches our duty, and promotes charity by a 
rca. fignature and a fenfible fermon. Tdv/o ‘ 

Symbol I za / tion. n.f. ffrom fynboSz,.] The a3 of fymbol 

1 he hierogliphtcal fymbols of Scripture, excellently in- 
en ed in the fpecies of things facrificed in the dreams o/ Pha- 
• raoh ’ are oftentimes racked beyond their Jymbo'izatiom x 

To Symbol, 'ze. [fymbalifer, MfMhoVfMoll ^ 

have, t |ometh",g in common with another by /eprefentativu 

th ,? U L- king f fin . din g to fydibali^ in many thino- s wit h 

that kmg of the Hebrews, honoured him with the title of 


this foundation. 


Bacon. 


The pleafing of colour fymhUzeth with the nleafin^ Sf“Z" 

Ariftotle and the fchools have MMil Tf PM 
being fymbohzing elements, in the quaiitv of T M “ ter ’ 
eafily tranfmutable into one another 7 m ° lftur % «» 
I hey both Jy/nbohze in this t-hsf i 1 Boyle. 

themfelves through multiplying glaffb. 7 ° VC Iook U P°« 

I affedfedly Jymbolized in carelefs mirth ml f i ^ :We ^ 
the libertines, to circumvent , .bet tiTM ^ 

if mSSd^f’ th3t k ^Sel ,JM. t with the tCg 
IoJymboli'ze. .... To make reprefen tatwf 


£ 


Son . cfiMbo the fame from the myftery of its colours. 

Symme'trian. n.f [from r nr * J f rov fj 5 Vulgar Errours. 
dious of proportion. [ r ° m One eminently 

, wo^id al“w WaS 3 th0USht ,0nger than the fynmetrians 
Symmetrical, adj. Tfrom i n . Sidney. 

parts well adapted to each othef ro P ort ‘onate ; havipg 

Symme'trist. n.f. [from Symmetry.] One verv ft„J' 

obiervant of proportion. 7 J ver y nuatous or 

Some exaa fymmetrijlr have been blamed for being too true 

SYMMETRY, n.f. [ fymmetrie VeM°“™’ s dehiueturi. 
Adaptation of parts toeach other- nro’ T 3nd ^ T C 0V -1 
agreement of one part to another. ’ P port,on 5 harmony ; 

She by whofe lines proportion fhould be 

wboAt’d ■ - : 

Oj harmony, he would at next halffaid ^ made 
I hat harmony was file. aid 

And in the fymmetry of her mrfe ; 0 e , Donne. 

A pow’r, like' th-At nf hn P 1S found 
P » r, that of harmony i n f oulld . 
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